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SUBJECT: POPIE Nikelaus - Operatien "FATHER CHRISTMAS”
1. On 12 May 1948 I accempaniod POPPE te Frankfurt/Main.

2. First contact was established with POPPE's friend MENGES

at Gutleutstr 102. LMy presence was left unexplained te MENGES.

POPPE gatisfied himself that oerrespondence threugh MENGES bhad,

in fact, been bena f£ida as far as MENGES was cencerned. -

_ 3. Ve precseded with MENGES in tew te m CIC effice in the
i Nerdendstr ts meet a CIC eflicer of MENGES' acquaintance whem
! he had taken inte his cenfidence regarding POPPE,

4. Thip CIC.efficer, named MAHNER (preneunced MAYNER, ex VIENNA
1926) then teek POPFE and myself te the HQ in the IG Farben
building te meet the eriginater ef the American enquiries re
POPPE, ene Mr. OFFIE. OFFIE's functien was described te me by
MAHNER ag pelitical adviser te Genersl HUBNER.

5. MAHNER infermed me in a private cenversatiem that he was
the American efficer whe had ceme te the LENGO area te search
for POPPE and that he had dene se en OFFIE's inetigatien. OFFIK
had painted him m picture ef eperatienal urgency and had teld
him that he, OFFIE, had ceme sver frem the States specially te
deal with thie buaginess, which he, MAHNER, was net dispesed te
believe, knewing OFFIE's functien in FRANKFURT. MAHMER claimed
that he deliberately laid eff the hunt ence he feund POPPE had
gene te greund, as he feared that tee persistent an enquiry weuld
alarm POPPE and drive him elsewhere.

6. Immediately befere his interview with OFFIE, POPPE displayed
& seme sgitatien as te hew much ho sheuld say abeut hig present
: circumgtances. He asked me if he ceuld mentien that his children
e were in England, and hew he should explain my presence. He :eeded
' ne enceursgement te sany nething te anybedy abeut his present
: N whereabsuts and himself prepesed that all further cemmunicatiens
: frem the Amerioan autherities te him gheuld be made via USLO HERFORD.
I inztructed him te leave all explammtiens invelving myeelf, my
: unit and these taking care ef him generally, te me.
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7. POPPE had an interview ef 20 minutes alene with OFFIE.,

He reperts that OFFIE said he had ceme specially frem WASHINGTUN
te deal with his cmse ameng sther specific preblema. OFFIE
questiened him en general and persenal subjesots in such a way
that the sequence ef questiens wag deseribed by POPPE as "inceherent™.
Ne definite premise was made and nething specific arranged except
that OFF1E weuld, at sems future aate, unspecified, cemmunicate
with POPPE again via USLO. POPPE gtates that OFFIE gaid quite
categerically in answer te his questien that State Department
permissien weuld NOT be nscessary fer PUFPE te immigrate and that
it could be arranged thresugh him. ,

8. After this interview I had five minutes with Mr. OFFIE 4n

the presence eof POPPE and MAHNER., OFFIE infermed we that the
purpese of the exercise was fer him te satiafly himgelf that POPPE

.was alive and well in erder te be able te reassure friends eof

POPPE's in America whe were werried absut him., He then infermed

me that-certain Upiversities, unspecified, in America, weuld be
interested ta smpley POPPE and that this might be arranged. He
asked me if POPFE was, in fact, sz well fed as he paid he was,

as he leeksd undernsurished. We arranged fer further cemmunicatiens
to be made via USLO. OFFIE's tene threugheut was pempeus—u.d .

1ightly effensive. He was at peins te have ms in the reem fer
ag shert a time as pessiblo.

9. POPPE viewed the whele exercise with mixed feelings. Om
the ene hand he is satisfied that se much treuble weuld net be
taken by cerrespendents in America, Senier Gevernmental Officisls
i Frankfurt, and itinersnt efficers searching fer him in the:
Lvitish Zene'unless sems serieus prepesitien were in mind; as
against which he was teld nething definite yestorday, he was
asked questiens, the answer te which was evident frem ths written
biegraphy that he gubmitted, and he fesls thet it will prebably
be sems menths befere any definite effer will be made.
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